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OTHER SYMPTOMS TO LOOK OUT FOR
Below are other symptoms you may experience when taking Tafinlar®/Mekinist®. We are very concerned 
about symptoms we have marked with a check mark. Please call the office if you develop any of these 
symptoms. Call your oncologist’s office immediately if you develop any of the red-flag symptoms. If they 
aren’t available immediately, go to the Emergency Room.

Symptoms Red flags (Signs that something serious is going on 
that needs immediate attention)

Bowel movement changes or constipation 
(infrequent bowel movements)

If your stools are black or red plus you have pain and fever

Bruising (black and blue marks) __

Chills (shaking) or feeling cold when you don’t 
have a fever

__

Diarrhea (loose or frequent stools) Severe pain in the stomach; stools that are bloody or that 
look like tar

Dizziness (lightheadedness) If you faint

Fatigue (feeling weak or tired) If you faint

Headaches If you have a very painful headache (the “worst headache of 
your life”), head pain that doesn’t go away after a few hours, 
or head pain with fever, neck pain or stiffness, and/or rash

Muscle aches, pains, spasms, or weakness If these symptoms occur along with dark, reddish urine

Nausea (upset stomach) If you have any uncontrolled nausea that is keeping you from 
eating and/or drinking

Reactions to the sun (severe sunburn; red, 
painful, dry itchy skin that is hot to the touch; 
sun rash; skin irritation; bumps; thickened, dry, 
wrinkled skin)

If you have redness all over your body, blisters on your skin 
or in your mouth, and/or your skin peels

Shortness of breath (trouble breathing) • If you have any trouble breathing while resting
• If you have shortness of breath and chest pain and/or 

fainting
Skin inflammation (swelling) in areas treated with 
radiation

__

Stomach pain If you have sudden severe pain or tenderness in the 
stomach, blood in the stool, you’re vomiting blood, and/or 
your skin or eyes are turning yellow

Swelling in your arms or legs If you have a warm, tender spot on your leg that doesn’t get 
cooler when you put ice on it, and/or if the spot is itchy or 
tingles, and/or the pain gets worse for no reason

Thirst, more than usual If you have great thirst along with feeling very tired, a lack of 
sweating on a hot day, weakness, dizziness, nausea


